
An Education... with a Twist 
The University of Copenhagen is investing heavily in 
Denmarks future entrepreneurs. Our students are at 
the forefront when it comes to entrepreneurial skills, 
competencies and innovative ideas.

Entrepreneurial students have ample opportunity to 
live out their dreams of bringing an idea to life. They 

can get advice on how to become their own master as 
well as gain knowledge of commercial routes within 
their field of study. The University offers the kit, the 
students pick out the tools for the project at hand. 

Next Generation – Entrepreneurs of the Future 
Research & Innovation is in charge of Next Generation, 
a 4-year project bringing together a number of partners 
to create and spread a healthy entrepreneurial and 
innovative culture in Denmark. Funded by the EU 
Social Fund and regional authorities, the project aims 
to foster, cultivate and deliver highly trained and 
motivated entrepreneurs and intrapreneurs for the 
commercial market. 

Next Generation will strengthen the entrepreneurial 
competencies and knowledge of the students. 
Not only will we encourage them to start up new 
businesses, 

but we also hope they act as agents for innovation 
and further development within existing companies. 

Next Generation, as a true partnership, brings 
together universities and business development 
organisations. They organise various joint activities, 
competitions, courses and workshops.

EMP Group - From Idea to Business
Dennis Kayser, a computer science student at the University 
of Copenhagen, is Founding Director of the company EMP 
Group – a business idea that emerged during his studies.

Dennis and three of his co-students conducted their 
bachelor research project in collaboration with the Danish 
bank Nordea. Their task was to solve a very practical and 
concrete problem in the bank’s computer system - creating 
accurate project cost estimation of Nordea’s IT projects with 
the goal of eventually reducing the costs. The team had 
one goal in mind: to create the best and most accurate 
estimation platform on the planet.

EMP Group participated in the annual business idea 
competition ‘Venture Cup’. Their business idea got them to 
second place amongst 250 business plans and 700+ students 
from all over the country. EMP Group was nominated one of 
the best business ideas with the highest growth potential. 

Dennis Kayser and his team were assisted by the University’s 
student business incubator Katapult in the early phases of 
building up their business. In mid 2009 EMP Group added 
new skills both to the core team and to the company board. 
Watch this space!

Have a look at www.nxtgen.dk/english to learn more about Next Generation.
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Excellent Research Attracts  
External Funding
Our researchers spend an increasing amount of time 
and effort attracting external funding, both public and 
private, in order to develop their research activities. 

One of the important international funding sources is 
the European Commission’s Framework Programmes, 
such as the current FP7. Staff within Research & 
Innovation is dedicated to assisting researchers both 
during the application process and in all administrative 
aspects of conducting collaborative research funded 
by the European Commission.

Our EU Office assists more than 130 projects each 
year – several of these are carried out as public-private 
collaboration. 

If you would like to explore the possibilities of 
collaborating with the University on a EU-funded 
project, please do not hesitate to contact our EU 
Office.

The EU Office
University of Copenhagen at COBIS

Ole Maaløes Vej 3, 1st floor
2200 Copenhagen N

Phone: +45 35326603
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SME Collaboration “Pepped” with University 
Knowledge
For CEO Claus Shafer-Nielsen of Shafer-N, there is no 
doubt about the University’s key role in the EU-funded 
project PepChipOmics: “It is a significant advantage that a 
group of researchers from the University has the opportunity 
of testing a technology. We would not have had resources 
for that task”. PepChipOmics gives the company a unique 
support in terms of innovation and validation and provides 
new marketing possibilities. 

Research and Modelling Assistance
The starting point for PepChipOmics is a technology platform 
developed in collaboration between two SMEs - the Danish 
company Shafer-N and the French Re-Logistics. The two 
companies have teamed up with both Danish and foreign 
universities who each contribute to research and modelling 
so the project can end up with an actual demonstration of 
the workability and potential of peptide microarrays. 

For these microarray manufacturers the EU grant, a total of 
3 million €, is crucial: “It is vital that the financial support our 
company gets out of the project makes it possible for us to 
run a higher risk in terms of R&D - and that is what creates 
innovation,” says Claus Shafer- Nielsen. 

“It is incredibly hard to meet the administrative requirements 
of the EU system. It is therefore a great advantage that 
the University deals with the scientific and administrative 
coordination. Without the EU Office’s support we would not 
have had the resources either to write the application or 
to implement the administrative part of the project, “says 
Claus Shafer-Nielsen.
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Building Local Strengths through 
Global Links

The University of Copenhagen is particularly active 
internationally. We thrive on the interaction with like-
minded international colleagues. This is true of both 
our research activities and our technology transfer and 
commercialisation activities. 

Cross-border research collaborations produce many of 
our most exciting research results. We promote our 
inventions internationally - several of our commercial 
partners in industry are international companies. 
Technology transfer and commercialisation in a 
university setting is still a relatively young discipline 
in Denmark. We therefore place a great deal of 
importance on the exchange of best practice with 
colleagues, especially from Europe and the United 
States.

IARU
IARU is an alliance between ten of the world’s 
leading research universities, e.g. Yale University, 
UC Berkeley, ETH-Zürich, Cambridge University and 
Beijing University. The main objective of IARU is 
to give researchers and students at the partnering 
universities the opportunity to engage in international 
research and research-based teaching. 

The universities all share a global vision, which is 
reflected in the topics of the research projects they 
collaborate on.

For further information see: www.iaruni.org

 
 

ASTP - Association of European 
Science and Technology Transfer 
Professionals
The Tech Transfer Office is a very active member 
of the largest European tech transfer network. 
ASTP offers continuing professional development, 
courses, network events, conferences and a forum for 
discussion for technology transfer professionals. Twice 
a year members of the network meet for two-days 
conferences around Europe. 
Karen Laigaard, Director of Research & Innovation, 
was elected ASTP President in 2009.

For further information see: www.astp.net

Through our membership of ASTP we are also 
participating in the new global alliance of ATTP - 
Alliance of Technology Transfer Professionals. ATTP 
will oversee accreditation of technology transfer 
professionals all over the World thus ensuring the 
continued development of the profession. 

AUTM - Association of University 
Technology Managers
The University Tech Transfer Office is a member of 
AUTM - a US-based non-profit association with a 
membership base of more than 3,200 technology 
managers and business executives who manage 
intellectual property. AUTM’s members represent 
over 300 universities, research institutions, teaching 
hospitals and a similar number of companies and 
government organisations.

For further information see: www.autm.net
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Did you know…?

…that University of Copenhagen represents the 
largest knowledge base in Scandinavia?

…that the University of Copenhagen offers a unique possibility 
for companies to access research-based knowledge through 
business collaboration?

….that the University of Copenhagen carries out more than 
2500 projects per year in collaboration with industry?

…that Next Generation – coordinated by Research & Innovation at the 
University of Copenhagen - is the largest collaboration on innovation 
in Denmark?

… that each year the University of Copenhagen enters half of all public 
research license agreements in Denmark based on patented inventions?



Succes is not simply a measure in money -  
it is also about a mutually beneficial exchange of 
knowledge between the public and the private 
sector.

Success is when leading-edge companies 
develop our leading-edge research and make it 
available to people world-wide.
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